
California Regional water Quality Control Board
San Francisco Bay Region

Order 86-86
water Reclamation Requirements for:

North Marin County water District- Tomales Sewage Treatment Plant
Town of Tomales
Marin county

The California Regional water Quality Control Board, San
Francisco Bay Region (hereinafter the Board), finds that:

1. The North Marin county water District (hereinafter called the
discharger), submitted a Report of Waste Discharge to the Board

on June 5, 1986, for the discharge of wastewater from the Tomales
Treatment Plant.

2. The Tomales Treatment Plant is located north-east of the
intersection of Rt. 1 and Tomales-Petaluma Rd., in north-western
Marin County (see attachment A), adjacent to the town of Tomales.
The plant is near Tomales Creek, a tributary to Tomales Bay via
Keys Creek and Walker Creek.

3. The treatment plant collects, treats, and disposes of 11,000
GPD (dry weather flow) of sewage from the unincorporated town of
Tomales and the Shoreline Unified School District. Flows can
reach up to 25,000 GPD in the winter. The treatment facilities
consist of an aerated pond with a 1.1 MG capacity, two smaller
filtration ponds, and disinfection facilities. The aeration pond
has a design capacity of 38,000 GPD.

Following treatment, plant effluent is pumped to two storage
ponds with a combined capacity of 10.2 MG, located about 3,600
feet south of the plant and adjacent to a 21-acre pasture area.
The effluent is disinfected just prior to spray irrigation. The
discharger uses 8 spray guns to irrigate; the guns are operated
by an automatic timer during dry periods. No wastewater is
discharged to surface waters.

The discharger also has the capability of using reclaimed
water for landscape irrigation of the School District, though
this has not been done during the last several years. If the
School District resumes irrigation, they have two 0.6 MG
storage ponds located about 2,000 feet northeast of the
plant. The effluent will be chlorinated just before
delivery to their storage ponds.

4. The Board adopted a revised water Quality Control Plan for
the San Francisco Bay Basin on July 21, 1982. The Basin Plan
prohibits the discharge of wastewater with particular
constituents of concern to beneficial uses into non-tidal waters,
such as Walker Creek, and to Tomales Bay. The Basin Plan also




























